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October 18, 2007 
FCC announces plan to allow  
more media consolidation
Free Press’ StopBigMedia.com coalition mobi-
lizes in response to the FCC’s announcement 
of a December 18 vote to lift rules protecting 
local communities from media monopolies.

October 24, 2007
Free Press research shows 
consolidation devastates 
radio diversity
Free Press Research Director S. Derek  
Turner testifies before the Senate that  
media consolidation wipes out diverse  
and local radio ownership.

October 30, 2007 
Key Senate committee votes to 
protect Community Internet 
and expand low-power radio
Free Press leads efforts to win passage of 
the Community Broadband Act and the 
Local Community Radio Act in the Senate 
Commerce Committee.

November 26, 2007 
Free Press Report exposes  
Big Media giveaway
Free Press releases Devil in the Details, 
exposing the flawed pro-industry slant  
of research used to justify the FCC’s 
proposed ownership rule changes.  

November 1, 2007 
Free Press takes legal action 
to stop Comcast from 
blocking the Internet 
After Comcast is exposed for blocking legal 
Internet traffic, Free Press files a complaint with 
the FCC seeking a formal sanction and fines.

October 31, 2007 
Public rallies to stop Big  
Media: “No tricks today!”  
Free Press activists rally at the FCC in protest of 
agency’s plan to allow more media consolidation. The  
StopBigMedia.com coalition packs the FCC hearing.

December 17, 2007 
On eve of ownership vote,  
FCC faces public outcry 
More than 100,000 Free Press activists contact 
Congress and the FCC via the StopBigMedia.
com Web site. Thousands more post their 
pictures on a virtual ‘wall of protest.’ 

December 18, 2007
FCC votes to remove 
“newspaper/broadcast  
cross-ownership” rule
Despite overwhelming public opposition, the 
FCC votes to lift media ownership rules. The 
next day, Free Press allies in the Senate and 
House introduce legislation to overturn the 
disastrous decision.   

January 14, 2008
Free Press’s complaint 
against Comcast sparks FCC 
investigation
Responding to a petition by Free Press, 
the FCC announces an investigation into 
Comcast’s interference with users’ access to 
legal Web content. 

February 8, 2008
Free Press launches Open 
Internet Week to mark House’s 
introduction of the Internet 
Freedom Preservation Act  
Free Press hosts a series of briefings, press 
conferences, online grassroots events and 
petition drops, earning coverage in the Wall 
Street Journal, the Washington Post and the 
New York Times. Our online videos go viral.

February 25, 2008
Comcast blocks public at  
FCC hearing at Harvard
Free Press catches Comcast packing a public 
FCC hearing on the company’s Internet 
blocking practices with paid seat fillers. The 
story makes national headlines and drives 
tens of thousands to contact Congress and 
the FCC in support of Net Neutrality.  

March 28, 2008
Net Neutrality’s  
Quiet Crusader
The Washington Post profiles Free Press 
Policy Director Ben Scott on the front 
page of the business section.  

April 17, 2008
Free Press helps organize  
FCC Hearing at Stanford
Free Press Policy Director Ben Scott testifies at 
an FCC hearing at Stanford University 
about the need for an open Internet.

May 15, 2008
Senate casts near-unanimous 
vote to nullify FCC  
ownership rule changes
The Senate votes overwhelmingly to reject 
the FCC’s proposed changes to media 
ownership rules. The Bush administration 
vows to veto the measure.

May 23, 2008
House votes to outlaw 
Pentagon propaganda 
When a secret Pentagon program to spread 
pro-war propaganda by recruiting and planting 
military analysts in national newscasts is 
exposed, Free Press activists and allies respond 
with more than 100,000 letters to Congress 
demanding an investigation.

THE PENTAGON 
IS ALL OVER THE NEWS.

SO WHY ISN’T THE NEWS
ALL OVER THE PENTAGON?

Defense Department analysts have in�ltrated national newscasts to spread pro-war propaganda 
and in�uence the American public. It's the biggest media scandal of the year, but it's gone largely 
ignored by the mainstream press.

When war propaganda in�ltrates the news networks, shouldn’t the news networks cover the 
story? Apparently not when they're a part of the problem.

Congress must investigate. The American public has the right to know.

Take action today at freepress.net

reform media.
transform democracy.

ACTION FUND

June 6–8, 2008
Free Press Hosts Fourth 
National Conference for 
Media Reform
More than 3,500 people converge 
upon Minneapolis for the media reform 
movement’s central gathering. Speakers 
include Bill Moyers, Dan Rather, Arianna 
Huffington, Amy Goodman, Naomi Klein 
and Phil Donahue.   

June 19, 2008
Investigation uncovers  
Web site ‘wiretaps’  
A landmark Free Press study explains how 
Internet service providers are partnering 
with online marketers to spy on customers’ 
online communications. Congress launches 
an inquiry and, within months, all companies 
have put the practice on hold.

June 23, 2008
Free Press launches 
InternetforEveryone.org
Free Press launches InternetforEveryone.org 
— a groundbreaking initiative to bring fast, 
affordable and open Internet to all Americans. 

July 21, 2008
FCC Discusses Digital Future  
at Pittsburgh Hearing
Hundreds of activists testify before the 
FCC about the importance of broadband 
and America’s digital future at a hearing at 
Carnegie Mellon University.

August 1, 2008
FCC Punishes Comcast for 
Blocking the Open Internet 
Acting on a complaint by Free Press, the FCC 
votes to punish Comcast for blocking users’ 
access to the open Internet. The ruling is a 
major victory for the American public. 

September 18, 2008
Journalists arrested at 
RNC; charges dropped 
after public outcry
Free Press leads a national campaign 
to protect journalists after the arrests 
of Amy Goodman and others at the 
Republican National Convention. 
More than 60,000 people sign our 
petition to drop all charges against 
journalists. Less than six weeks later, 
all charges are dropped.

September 26, 2008
Free Press launches  
‘Rate the Debates’ 
In this campaign for better election coverage, 
thousands of citizens from the left and right 
weigh in on the media’s performance during 
the presidential and vice presidential debates. 

October 10, 2008
Bush signs Broadband  
Data Bill into law
The new broadband law closes the current 
information gaps on the availability, speed 
and value of U.S. broadband — gaps first 
identified by Free Press in our landmark 
Broadband Reality Check report.  

November 4, 2008
The FCC votes to open  
up “white spaces”
In a landslide vote, the FCC approves the 
unlicensed use of white spaces — unused 
portions of the TV spectrum — to provide 
high-speed Internet access nationwide. 
The decision is major victory for the 
public interest. 

May 6, 2008
Free Press testifies before the 
House on Internet freedom
Policy Director Ben Scott testifies before a 
House subcommittee, urging lawmakers to 
protect consumers from Internet blocking by 
telephone and cable companies.  
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