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Rep. Solis Urges FCC to Create Independent Task Force to Increase Minority Ownership

Washington, D.C. — Today, Congresswoman Hilda L. Solis (D-CA) ), a member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet, sent the following letter to Chairman Kevin J. Martin urging him to support FCC Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein’s call to create an independent task force to examine proposals to increase minority ownership. 

Below is the text of the letter. 

September 21, 2007

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Martin:

I am writing to express my strong support for Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein’s call for the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to create an independent task force to examine proposals to increase minority ownership.  I also urge the FCC to forgo any new media ownership regulations until the work task force is completed and the Commission adopts recommendations to increase minority ownership. 

A minority ownership task force is needed because the number of minority media owners is shamefully low and has been neglected by the FCC for far too long.  The FCC has simply failed in recent years to address this disparity in minority ownership   

According to studies conducted by the nonprofit, nonpartisan group Free Press, people of color own just three percent of all local TV stations and eight percent of all local radio stations, even though they make up 35 percent of the U.S. population. These studies also found that minority owners are less likely to operate a station in more concentrated broadcast markets.

The studies clearly demonstrate that the state of minority ownership is in crisis. The FCC cannot allow new media ownership rules to move forward and further potential consolidation to occur without first addressing minority ownership issues.  The FCC did recently issue a Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking seeking public comment on numerous proposals to increase minority broadcast ownership, but the commission has provided little time for the public to comment.  With the incredibly low levels of minority ownership in the United States, it is unclear why has the FCC provided the public such little time on such a critically important issue.

The FCC’s historic neglect of minority ownership is simply unacceptable. The FCC needs to establish a Minority Ownership Task Force immediately to make recommendations on the best policies to increase minority ownership. Until that happens, I strongly recommend that the FCC should not move forward with any plans to draft new ownership regulations. 

Sincerely, 


HILDA L. SOLIS

Member of Congress

CC: 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Commissioner Michael Copps

Commissioner Robert McDowell

Commissioner Deborah Tate

