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Net Neutrality in the House

The Internet Freedom Preservation Act -- a bill that would establish the basic rules of the road for an open Internet -- was introduced in Congress last week by Democratic Reps. Edward Markey of Massachusetts and Anna Eshoo of California. 
Calling the Internet an “essential infrastructure,” Markey said that, “The national economy would be severely harmed” if content, service, and application providers were slowed down or blocked by broadband network operators.

Free Press Campaign Coordinator Misty Perez-Truedson said the bill will put Net Neutrality protections into the law once and for all.

Misty Perez-Truedson: The law would prevent Internet Service Providers from controlling our access to content, services and applications on the Internet. This means that we’ll be able to continue to enjoy the open Internet as it is today – without corporate gatekeepers controlling what we can access on the Internet.
As more information, entertainment and communications move online, phone and cable companies are viewing the Internet as a direct threat to their bottom line. Upstart phone companies like Skype and Google Voice and video sites like Hulu are upsetting traditional business models.

Misty Perez-Truedson: Rather than adapt and welcome new innovative models, phone and cable companies are scrambling for control of the Internet in order to drive traffic toward their sites and to turn up their profits while shutting out competition.

Without a law that keeps the Internet open to all competitors, we could lose our freedom to pick and choose where we want to go online.

Misty Perez-Truedson: Whether it’s access news and information or communicate with our family members across the nation or around the world, or whether its look up our favorite movie and watch it online, without that access, the Internet will change. It won’t be the open Internet that we’ve all become accustomed to -- it will be an Internet controlled by Internet Service Providers.
This is the third time that a Net Neutrality bill has been introduced in Congress. Perez-Truedson says that a different climate in Washington and the growing importance of the Internet for economic development and democratic participation increase the chance of the bill getting passed.

Misty Perez-Truedson: I think the bill is going to pass this time because we have a pro-Net Neutrality president, the chair of the FCC is very supportive of Network Neutrality, and the public support is continuing to grow and only getting stronger.

For more information about the Internet Freedom Preservation Act and Net Neutrality, go to SavetheInternet.com.

The Transmission Project: On a Mission

The Transmission Project is on a mission of its own: to amplify the power of public media and community technology. They place AmeriCorps VISTA volunteers in nonprofit organizations across the country.  

Belinda Rawlins is the Executive Director of the Transmission Project, formerly known as CTC VISTA. She says that as the nearly 10-year old program grew, the organization eagerly took on opportunities to expand the scope of their work beyond their original efforts to place volunteers at community technology centers.

Belinda Rawlins: As the CTC membership started to expand beyond the very traditional one-room computer centers in housing developments, church basements and community centers, and started to incorporate more organizations that were involved in media arts, public access television, all sorts of different technology centers, the mission of CTC Vista started to broaden out to include a wider variety of organizations.
The name “Transmission Project” reflects the evolution of the project. Rawlins explains:

Belinda Rawlins: We needed to come up with a word that would actually cross different technology, cross disciplines…so we’re actually going across missions – “transmission” – around public media and public technology in the country. 
Public media is central to the work of Transmission Project, but their definition of the term expands beyond the familiar outlets of PBS and NPR. Instead, Rawlins explains that a range of media– from public access television to wireless mesh networks – can be public media if they are accessible by the public and utilized for the public good.  

Volunteers are working with a wide-range of organizations this year, such as the New Entry Sustainable Farming Project in Lowell, Massachusetts.
Belinda Rawlins: They are working to develop distance learning opportunities for rural, independent and organic farmers nationwide. So we’ve placed someone with their organization to develop the strategy, to not only create that delivery system for the learning opportunities, but also then to do the outreach campaign and fundraising campaign to make sure it continues on through the end of the year. 

Transmission Project also placed a volunteer with Reclaim the Media – a Seattle-based media reform group.

Belinda Rawlins: Reclaim the Media in Seattle is working on a digital media literacy curriculum that will be used both with organizations nationwide and also individuals in their communities. 

To learn more about the work of the Transmission Project, visit www.transmissionproject.org
