[image: image1.png]media
minutes

(un)covering the media




 Media Minutes 
 Show Date: 7-17-09

 Producers: Stevie Converse and Candace Clement  
TRANSCRIPT

Senate Busy with Supreme Court and FCC Nominations
The Senate was busy with confirmation hearings this week. The hearing for Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor touched on media and technology issues when the newest senator, Al Franken of Minnesota, questioned the judge about the Internet and the First Amendment.

Al Franken: It plays a central role in our democracy by allowing anyone with a computer connected to the Internet to publish their ideas, their thoughts, their opinions to reach a worldwide audience of hundreds of millions of people in seconds. This is free speech.

Franken asked Sotomayor if there was a compelling First Amendment interest in ensuring that the Internet stay open and accessible. Sotomayor called the Internet "revolutionary" but answered that the court can only take up what Congress has enacted into law.

Franken replied that, "We've got some work to do on this.

As Sotomayor’s hearing was going on, the Senate Commerce Committee held a hearing for Federal Communication Commission nominees Mignon Clyburn and Meredith Atwell Baker. Clyburn, a South Carolina utility regulator, is the daughter of House Majority Whip James Clyburn. Baker was the acting head of the National Telecommunications and Information Administration. She's the daughter-in-law of former Secretary of State James Baker.

Committee Chairman Jay Rockefeller of West Virginia called the FCC one of the most important agencies in all of government. He told the nominees that the FCC was broken, and he expected them to help fix it. 

Sen. Jay Rockefeller: I think that it should rely on facts, it should accept bad news, shouldn't be ideological, I think it has been – that's my view. I think where it should be open and transparent, it has been opaque, and beholden, quite frankly, to those interests that it regulates.

Rockefeller warned that the committee would be watching the FCC very closely. The full Senate could vote on Clyburn and Baker before the August congressional recess.
Sotomayor and the Sexist, Racist Media
Candace Clement: And now a special commentary by Free Press Outreach Coordinator Mary Alice Crim.
Mary Alice Crim: “Hispanic chick lady,” “an angry woman,” “a brown woman,” “this broad.”

Demeaning? Check. Sexist? Check. Racist? Check.

Do these descriptions help the public evaluate Supreme Court nominee Judge Sonia Sotomayor as she faces her Senate confirmation hearing? Of course not. Yet the mainstream media have routinely spouted and parroted demeaning, sexist and racist language about Sotomayor instead of providing us with any substantive context or background about the judge.

President Obama’s administration said of Sotomayor, “If confirmed, Sotomayor would bring more federal judicial experience to the Supreme Court than any justice in 100 years, and more overall judicial experience than anyone confirmed for the Court in the past 70 years.” Can you imagine stooping to describe someone so qualified for our country’s highest court as “this broad”? And yet our media have – repeatedly.

Over time, our media has the ability to weave stories into our collective mindset. Racist and sexist stories can create tangled webs that cloud our minds and eventually become part of our overall understanding of the world. We rely on the media to provide us with hard-hitting information about our elected officials and the people in power so we can make informed political decisions. The media fail us all – women and men – when they don’t provide substance or context in their reporting. Gender discussions have a role in politics and in the media, but that role is to foster understanding and to advance the conversation, not to push us back.

In response to the media coverage of Sotomayor, the Women’s Media Center released a video, "Media Justice for Sotomayor,” and a call to support media justice for the judge.

Unfortunately the Women’s Media Center expects that mainstream media outlets will continue to produce racist and sexist coverage of Sotomayor’s confirmation hearing. 

Over and over, I have angrily switched off my FM dial while asking myself, “Why does our media system persistently devalue women in positions of power in the United States?”

But switching off the dial and asking “why?” isn’t enough. In a world saturated with sexist portrayals of women – we cannot escape mainstream commercial media that degrade women.

What we can do is stand up and say “Enough.”

When we collectively move beyond “why” and into action, we can make a difference. We can create the media we want by changing the current system.
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