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FCC’s Begins Process of Creating a National Broadband Plan
Julius Genachowski held his first meeting as chairman of the Federal Communications last week. He wasted no time in moving the process of creating a national broadband plan to the top of his agenda. Congress has mandated that the FCC develop a set of recommendations by February 2010 for bringing high-speed Internet access to every American.

Genachowski said that the agency must ensure that broadband is affordable and that people understand how to use it to its fullest capacity.

Julius Genachowski: Broadband is not a solution to any single problem, it is part of the solution to almost every major problem our country faces. I cannot imagine a more important task for this agency for this moment in history.

Genachowski described the importance of broadband for creating jobs, economic growth, and much more.

Julius Genachowski: A small business in Boston, the Bronx or Blacksburg, Va., selling its products to consumers across the country and the globe; parents in Brownsville, TX, videoconferencing with their son or daughter serving in Baghdad or Kabul; a diabetic in Rio, W.Va., whose insulin level is continuously being monitored in a hospital 100 miles away; a student in a remote Alaskan fishing village, an Iowa farming town, an Indian reservation in New Mexico learning math and science over broadband from a teacher at Loyala or Duke or Columbia.

But Genachowski warned that just because we can imagine such a bright future doesn’t mean we’ll automatically have one.

Julius Genachowski: The sad reality is that we are slipping behind as a nation when it comes to broadband. Homes and businesses in many other countries have faster connections for lower prices. It will take real effort and dedication and a long term commitment to renew American leadership and competitiveness for the 21st century.

The commission also heard from Blair Levin, a former FCC Chief of Staff who is now coordinating the agency’s broadband effort. Levin outlined plans for a series of open meetings to be held in Washington and across the country in late summer and early fall.

Blair Levin: We’re going to take part of that process and put it in this room, open to the public, on the Web, open to a variety of questions from a variety of sources.

For more information about the FCC’s National Broadband Plan, go to broadband.gov

Net Neutrality: The DNA of Federally Funded Broadband

Last week, the National Telecommunications and Information Administration and the Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utilities Service released the rules on how the $7.2 billion in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act for expanding broadband infrastructure will be spent. 

Buried within the 121- page document were some important precedents for proponents of an open Internet.

Timothy Karr, campaign director of Free Press, explains:

Timothy Karr: What’s important about these rules and what’s important about the stimulus legislation which was passed earlier this year, is that they make net neutrality part of the DNA of all public funding. It sets an important precedent and it’s an important milestone for this new administration and the new Congress that states in order for any entity to receive taxpayer money to build out broadband they must respect net neutrality as the basic rule of the road. And these rules just reiterated that. 

Net Neutrality is the basic principle that all web content, regardless of its source or destination, be treated equally by Internet service providers. 

Timothy Karr: So we’ve reached a point where we see net neutrality being supported both by the new president, supported by new leadership in Congress and now parts of the federal bureaucracy are respecting net neutrality as a basic fundamental tenet of all Internet connectivity going forward.

While this precedent is important, it is only one piece of the puzzle that will ensure Net Neutrality becomes the law of the land.  

Timothy Karr: We need also for the FCC to act more aggressively in cracking down against ISPs – network providers – that violate the basic principles of net neutrality. We’re hopeful given the new chairman there, Julius Genachowski, that that’s what they’ll do in the future. But we also need Congress to pass net neutrality legislation, and we anticipate legislation to be introduced sometime this summer. So we’re pushing on several fronts: at the FCC, in Congress, and really through the federal bureaucracy in terms of funding for broadband to make sure that net neutrality is the basic rule of the road. 

To learn more about net neutrality, visit www.savetheinternet.com. 
