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More than 500 media activists, journalists, tech entrepreneurs, industry executives, media policymakers, business owners and content producers took their seats at the table at Washington’s Newseum on May 14 to discuss the future of journalism, the importance of public media and the urgent need for high-speed broadband access throughout the United States.

The goal of the Free Press Summit: Changing Media was to get stakeholders for all three issues together to find common goals and themes in their work. In today’s turbulent media landscape, with new technologies changing the way information is distributed, issues of content production and infrastructure need to be better understood and linked.

Summit organizer Misty Perez-Truedson explains.

Misty Perez-Truedson – We put together a rather elaborate seating plan to make sure  that our tables kind of filled equally and that everybody who came – whether they came with a group of   their colleagues or friends or allies weren’t sitting at the same table. It was important for us to really break people up to have them sit with folks that they maybe haven’t worked with before or didn’t come in with to foster some rich, cross-sector discussions. 

Joycelyn Tate of the Minority Media and Telecommunications Council appreciated the wide-ranging interests of her table.

Joycelyn Tate: It may have broadened some perspectives. Maybe some people who have been thinking only in terms of one particular issue – it’s kind of broadened their perspective to see how all these things may be interrelated. So I think that was great.

Although he comes from a journalism perspective, Sam Greenberg of WHUS-FM in Storrs, Connecticut, said that the summit discussions showed how interconnected the issues are.

Sam Greenberg: The way that everything is connected nowadays – the interactivity of everything – was on display today. Especially with journalism, you see that one thing affects another thing. And I think it’s definitely important that we look at all three things when you’re actually talking about this issue.
Dave Hazeltine is a student at the University of Connecticut.

Dave Hazeltine: The discussion was lively, and it was really interesting to meet new people. And the interactive electronic voting process and all that, and to actually have a policy discussion that you can see – take place visually in a graphic representation – was very cool.

Emily Schwartz Greco of the Institute for Policy Studies agreed:

Emily Schwartz Greco: Because there was such a large range of issues on the table, we had, therefore, a large range of people to discuss the issues. And I think having all those different perspectives helped us reach really interesting conclusions.

Inez Gonzalez of the National Hispanic Media Coalition:

Inez Gonzalez: I thought it was really interesting. I wish that the group was more diverse. I mean, I’m a Latina, so there was predominantly a white group, so I think that’s why it’s really important that we have the community-based organizations also on board.

Perez-Truedson says that facilitated discussions are a good step in the direction of getting underrepresented groups to take their place at the table and getting heard in the highest levels of policymaking.

Misty Perez-Truedson: You have to really invest a lot of energy, and you really have to be committed to making it work. And if you want it to work for the life of a campaign or an issue or for our lives in general, you can’t leave populations out. You have to always consider who’s at the table, who’s  in the planning process, who’s in the recruitment process and what’s happening afterwards.

Inez Gonzalez wants to make sure there are media policies in place that have accountability and serve various communities. There’s not one shoe that fits everyone, she says.

Inez Gonzalez: It’s a very unique opportunity we have to make a difference, and that we have to move quickly, but united. And that people should be able to get the Congress attention and the FCC attention on how we can get broadband for everyone.

Free Press will be releasing a report on the results of the discussions later this summer. To watch or listen to the speeches and the panel or read the transcripts of the Free Press Summit, go to freepress.net/summit.

