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TRANSCRIPT
Enough! Groups Urge CNN to Drop Lou Dobbs 

Grassroots campaigns urging CNN to drop Lou Dobbs from its nightly news lineup are gaining momentum. The groups say that Dobbs — who has been with the network since its start — is using his on-air bully pulpit to bash immigrants and spread misleading and inaccurate information.

Roberto Lovato is a writer and a founding member Presente.org, which organized BastaDobbs.com. Basta is Spanish for “enough.” The coalition is made up of organizations and individuals in 25 cities.

Lovato says that Lou Dobbs’ relentless attacks on immigrants are sparking action in the Latino communities across the country. He says that Dobbs’ use of hateful language and stereotypes are mixed with distorted reporting that is often misleading and sometimes false. 

Roberto Lovato: He promoted that Latinos and immigrants are responsible for 9,000 cases of leprosy. Well, the Center for Disease Control said there aren’t even 9,000 cases, it’s far less than that, and what is there has nothing to do with Latinos, by and large.

But for Lovato, the worst part about Dobbs’ program is the effect it has on right-wing hate groups.

Roberto Lovato: Perhaps the most dangerous thing that Lou Dobbs does – he provides a platform for some of the most extremist anti-Latino, anti-immigrant groups, even violent groups like the Minutemen, whose members killed 9-year-old Brisenia Flores in cold blood. And, you know, you can see Lou Dobbs saying that he thinks the Minutemen are patriots and he is proud to support them and he is whole-heartedly behind them.

BastaDobbs.com is organizing several events around the debut of CNN reporter Soledad O’Brien’s series, Latino in America. But four hours of positive programming does not make up for a daily program that regularly bashes the Latino community.

Lisa Navarrete is the vice president of the National Council of La Raza and a member of a separate coalition calling for the ouster of Dobbs, DropDobbs.org.

Lisa Navarrete: Either call Lou Dobbs an opinion show – strictly opinion show – or have him adhere to the principals of journalism that CNN seems to want to embody. If CNN is serious about saying, “We’re the straight news,” Lou Dobbs is not straight news.

NCLR has been trying to work with CNN behind the scenes for two years to get more balanced programming. Last month, they joined with Media Matters for America, the Southern Poverty Law Center and other groups to form DropDobbs.org to target advertisers.

Navarrete is clear that the DropDobbs.org campaign isn’t about shutting down speech. In fact, she believes that the solution to any speech issue is more speech.

Lisa Navarrete: Accountability is what we’re seeking here, not to imperil anyone’s free speech. It’s very important for us, and certainly people in minority communities treasure the First Amendment and treasure free speech in a way that, you know, given what we’ve experienced in the past, it’s very important to us. This really isn’t about free speech. It’s about making sure that people uphold journalistic standards and making sure that we have accuracy, balance and fairness in news.

Local Community Radio Act Advances to Full House for a Vote

The House Energy and Commerce Committee advanced the Local Community Radio Act this week. This marks a huge victory for advocates fighting to put more local, nonprofit and community groups back on the radio dial.

Low Power FM -- or LPFM -- stations give nonprofits like colleges, schools, unions, churches and other groups a license to broadcast at 100 watts, about a 3-5 mile radius, in their communities. Hundreds of these stations exist, generally in rural or outlying areas.

After this new class of service was created by the FCC, commercial broadcasters -- armed with baseless claims of interference -- convinced Congress to keep LPFMs out of cities and suburbs. But a congressionally mandated study found these tiny LPFMs would not actually interfere with the commercial giants.

Legislation to expand LPFM has never come this far in Congress, despite being introduced in the past three terms. But thanks to the hard work of organizations like the Prometheus Radio Project, the tide is clearly changing. 
Rep. Mike Doyle of Pennsylvania introduced the bill.

Mike Doyle: Where they're allowed to exist under current law, LPFM stations have proven to be a vital source of local information during local or national emergencies. And these stations promote the arts and education from religious organizations, community groups, organizations promoting literacy and many other civically-minded organizations. The time has come for Congress to rewrite the law. The time has come to make the airwaves available to the people they serve. The time has come to bring low power to the people.

The Local Community Radio Act -- HR 1147 -- next moves before the full House of Representatives. To become law, the bill would also need to pass the Senate and be signed by the president.

Learn more about the Low Power Community Act. Go to prometheusradio.org.

