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Day of Action Against Media Consolidation

In nearly 50 cities and towns across the country on August 27, media reform activists visited their representatives in their home district offices. They brought with them thousands of petitions calling on Congress to support the “Resolution of Disapproval” that would overturn the Federal Communications Commission’s ruling to lift media ownership limits. 

Last December the Republican majority at the FCC gutted ownership rules that had kept giant media companies from owning broadcast stations and newspapers in the same market. The Senate voted to reject the FCC’s decision, but the House has yet to vote. The day of action was organized by StopBigMedia.com. 

Jim Haigh who lives in Pennsylvania's Lehigh Valley area talked to a staffer for Charlie Dent, representative of the 15th District.
JIM HAIGH – I sat down with one of his staffers who admitted that really this issue was not top of mind, that nobody from either side had really talked about this or brought this to their attention. I described what consolidation could be happening in the Lehigh Valley as a result of this, that here in the Lehigh Valley, not unlike 99 percent of other communities in the country, there are no competing daily papers and there really are very few independently owned television stations out there. Under these proposed rules, this would be a new consolidation free-for-all zone.
Haigh, a former community paper publisher who is now a consultant for the industry, is concerned about the quality and quantity of news. But he was able to shine a light on an aspect of consolidation that is rarely talked about and deepened Dent’s staffer’s interest: its impact on the local economy.
HAIGH – When you actually can have a stranglehold on the advertising market, when you have the small mom and pops who are already struggling to compete advertising-wise vis-à-vis the big boxes or chain restaurants – and now when they’re up against a media goliath that they can no longer afford to advertise in, that really resonated for him.
For more information on the day of action, or to contact your member of Congress about media consolidation, go to StopBigMedia.com

KDRT-LPFM Gets New Frequency

In Davis, Calif., low power FM station KDRT, or K-Dirt, has won its 18-month dispute with the FCC to remain on the air despite a big commercial station's successful attempt to take over its frequency.

K-Dirt came on the air in 2004. Two years later, a full-power radio station, KMJE, wanted to move closer to Sacramento from their location about 100 miles north of Davis. They filed a petition with the FCC for a new location just two miles from K-Dirt. This would mean that KMJE would displace K-Dirt at 101.5 on the FM dial. The FCC authorized LPFM service eight years ago to encourage localism in radio. But incumbent broadcasters were against LPFMs. So the agency gave primary status to full-power stations, which makes the larger stations able to encroach on the LPFM stations.

K-Dirt station manager Jeff Shaw says that, upon hearing the news, the all-volunteer staff swung into action to fight for their station.  

JEFF SHAW – We launched a Save Our Station campaign and got about 90 donations from folks, which helped us pay for legal fees to file letters of objection, but also to contact our representatives who would at least put in a showing of inquiry at the FCC.

The letter of objection also had a list of more than 500 public affairs shows that K-Dirt had aired since its launch.

SHAW – It had some sort of sway at the FCC, I guess, and it certainly did with our congressional representative.

As it happened, the FCC was in the middle of a rulemaking procedure that concerned the way LPFMs were handled.

SHAW – What they’re currently proposing to do is change some of the rules regarding the way full-power stations can move and knock off a low-power station – change the rule such that low-power stations could move to a previously unavailable channel. And that’s exactly what they did for us. They granted us what’s called a “special temporary authority” to operate on a channel that was previously unavailable.

As of Sept, 23, K-Dirt will have a new home on 95.7 FM.  The FCC waived a rule called the “third adjacent channel rule.” The rule states that low-power stations must operate on channels that are at least 3 channels away from full-power channels to avoid LPFM interference with the larger channels. But it has been proven in a study that LPFM stations, with their 100 watts of power, don't interfere with the larger broadcasters. There is legislation pending in Congress to change the third adjacent rule. 

SHAW – It’s basically showing that there really is no interference, that it is just kind of a political battle going on regarding where low-power stations can be placed on the dial, and when push comes to shove, the FCC can find solutions for low-power stations even in congested markets.
While KDRT-LP has found a way to stay on the air, other stations have not been so lucky. In North Georgia, WBFC-LP was displaced by Chattanooga Clear Channel station in June. They are currently looking for a new home on the FM dial.

