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Digital TV Transition: A Corporate Giveaway That Nobody Talks About

Next February, the United States will make the switch to digital television -- allowing broadcasters to simulcast multiple channels over the air and making your old TV set rabbit ears obsolete.

Most of the talk about the so-called DTV transition is focused on the converter boxes needed to view broadcasts with an analog TV set. But Bruce Dixon, managing editor of the Black Agenda Report, says that the media are ignoring a much bigger issue.
Bruce Dixon – What your not hearing is that digital TV will increase the number of TV channels from four to ten times. And then what you’re not also hearing is that is who those new channels are going to belong to. The fact is that they are going to belong to the same guys who already have the old channels.
On the same amount of spectrum that it takes to broadcast one analog channel, there will now be space to broadcast several channels, depending on what kind of data you’ll be transmitting – high definition, standard definition or data. Back in 1996, a deal was cut in Washington that kept the broadcasters in charge of all the extra spectrum.

Dixon – Ever since they’ve had broadcast licensing, one license has meant one channel. But, thanks to this deal that they hatched in 1996 that virtually no one knows about, the current holders of broadcast licenses will get these multiple new channels without the hassle of multiple new licenses.

In 1996, then-Senator Bob Dole called the deal a “huge corporate welfare program.”

Dixon – The channels will not go to any community groups, to any not-for-profit broadcasters, to any new commercial players, to any minorities, any women – but that these new stations will go only to the people who already have them.

Dixon says the opportunity to create new programming will be lost if people don’t act quickly. He wants a public outcry strong enough to be heard in the halls of Congress. The perfect focus for a protest is the transition test that will be held in Wilmington, N.C., on Sept. 8. 
Dixon – If we want to make a mass breakthrough, if we want to get our messages across to mass audiences, then we’ve got to seize upon this opportunity. This is an opportunity to put hundreds or thousands of TV stations in the hands of other people who don’t have TV stations right now.
To read Bruce Dixon’s article, go to blackagendareport.com
Massachusetts Governor Signs Broadband Bill

Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick signed legislation that will bring high-speed Internet access to areas in the state where it's currently unavailable. Within the next three years, the law calls for the expansion of broadband into 32 communities throughout the state.

Gov. Patrick - This is good news. This is really important news, because high-speed broadband is the gateway to the 21st century world -- whether it’s economic or educational opportunity or civic access, access to government, and ways to simply our lives and get access to information. And yet 220,000 households all across the Commonwealth, and some 25,000 or more businesses have very little – in many, many cases – no access at all to high-speed Internet.

Patrick chose Goshen, Mass., a tiny town tucked away in the hills of the rural western part of the state, as a backdrop for the bill signing. The festivities took place in the town hall parking lot that serves as the local wireless hotspot. Hilltown residents are more than ready for better Internet service. 

Richard – We need it, we desperately need it. The school kids need it, we need it for business. The factories aren’t going to be coming back here, but little businesses will come back. 

Amy – There’ve been times where I’ve considered doing an Internet business, and I constantly drop it because our connection is so incredibly slow. Basically, I get online and get up and do dishes or I’m reading a book at the same time. You know, multitasking in order to not lose my mind.

The law provides $40 million in bonds and establishes the Massachusetts Broadband Institute, which will obtain federal and private support to expand access and bridge the digital divide with investments in fiber, wireless towers, and other broadband infrastructures. But it’s not clear if state-of-the-art technologies will be deployed in the Hilltowns. But to those stuck with dial-up, even DSL sounds good to them. 
Aaron – Well we have Internet at our school, so that’s where we do most of our research, and then we go home and write it up. But if we don’t get enough research time in at the school then we, we, like, jump for joy when we get 32k.
For more information about the new Massachusetts Broadband Institute, go to masstech.org.
