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Newspapers Suffer Under More Cuts and Layoffs

It’s been a brutal couple of months for the newspaper industry as the sagging economy and more online choices for reading and watching the news takes its toll on the printed page.

The Los Angeles Times announced huge cuts in its work force, newspaper sections and story lengths. 150 jobs in both the print and online news departments will be eliminated. And by the fall, entire sections of the paper will disappear, and story lengths will be shorter.  And three other Tribune Co. papers, the Chicago Tribune, the Baltimore Sun, and the Hartford Courant also announced deep cuts in staffing.

McClatchy, owner of several newspapers, said a 10 percent company-wide staff cut was planned.

Newspapers across the country are reeling from deteriorating credit conditions, slowing home sales, dwindling advertising sales and higher gas prices.

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel is cutting 1,300 full-time jobs. The Boston Herald expects to lay off up to 160 employees.   

Convergence of news and print operations are also contributing to the job cuts.

The Detroit News and Detroit Free Press hope to reduce their staff by seven percent. The Tampa Tribune’s newsroom convergence with WFLA-Channel 8 will force 21 people out of their jobs, mostly in the editorial department. In May, Media General, the owner of the Tampa Tribune and WFLA, announced an 11 percent cut in its workforce across its many of its media outlets. About 750 jobs will be lost. 

And the Cleveland Plain Dealer, owned by Conde Nast, will eliminate 32 pages a week from their paper. Four regular, weekly stand-alone sections of the paper will be cut, including Monday’s business section. The paper will also shrink its daily opinion columns from two to one page.

Media Hero Cards Teach Media Reform History

For years, kids have been collecting sports cards as a way to learn about their favorite players and talk about the game with their friends. Now they can trade cards depicting a different kind of hero – media heroes.

Reclaim the Media, a Seattle based grassroots organization that works for social change through media justice is recognizing the accomplishments of 21 journalists, activists and media innovators that have had a lasting impact on media and democracy in a set of Media Hero cards. Executive Director Jonathan Lawson:

Jonathan Lawson– We had been thinking about our media heroes and people who we admire and who inspire us to do what we do as media activists and thought this would be a fun way of recognizing a series of important media activists over time. And also it would be a really kind of an interesting teaching tool. 

Lawson, who did most of the research and writing for the cards, says the heroes represent different types of media activism by a variety of people throughout American history. He’s hoping the cards will broaden the historical and educational perspective of media activism. 

Lawson – Somebody who maybe knew Bill Moyers or Democracy Now! and being attracted to the cards for that reason, but then they would get an opportunity to find about somebody who they might find inspiring but hadn’t heard of before – maybe Ruben Salazar or Ida B. Wells or somebody of that caliber. 
Lawson says the Media Heroes are guiding lights for today's activists:

Lawson – We’re working within a developing social movement where it can be kind of counterintuitive to think about who our heroes are. But I think for people who want to change the world for the better, there’s nothing more empowering than knowing that we’re not alone. In fact, that media democracy, media justice didn’t just appear out of nowhere, that social change is the product of social movement. And the heroes of these movements, especially our movement are so many and incredibly diverse. And so these cards are really a way to inspire people by knowing about the great things that have been done in the past.
For more information about the Media Hero cards, go to reclaimthemedia.org

Civil Liberties Groups Sue DOJ over Cell Phone Tracking

The American Civil Liberties Union and the Electronic Frontier Foundation filed a lawsuit in federal court last week, asking that the Department of Justice turn over records concerning the DOJ’s tracking of mobile phone users. The filing says that U.S. residents should have a right to know about tracking done by U.S. Attorneys’ offices.

The civil liberties groups say that the tracking may be “unauthorized and potentially unconstitutional” surveillance on American citizens.

