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InternetforEveryone.org Initiative Calls for Access to a Fast, Open and Affordable Internet
A new initiative was launched this week, bringing together public and private sector groups to raise public awareness about America’s digital divide -- and to build the political and popular will to address the problem. The InternetforEveryone.org initiative is premised on the idea that access to a fast, open and affordable Internet is a basic right for all Americans. At a press conference held Tuesday in New York, Free Press Executive Director Josh Silver explained:
Josh Silver – We’re here today because we can no longer leave this critical issue in the hands of Congress or the phone and cable companies that have dominated the policy-making process for years.
The future of nearly all media – television, radio, phones, movie and newspapers are all moving to a digital platform. Closing the digital divide, Silver says, must be a national priority. Robin Chase, a co-founder of Zipcar, agreed.

Robin Chase – Internet access is required for full participation in society today. Maybe it’s not as basic as water, but it’s definitely as basic as hot water.

Columbia University law professor Tim Wu compared the economics of bandwidth to that of the oil industry. 

Tim Wu – Production is controlled by a tiny cartel that sets prices high and keeps them there.
Environmental and social justice activist Van Jones said that too many people are in grave danger of being left behind.

Van Jones – The right to vote is diminished when people don’t have access to the blogosphere and all of the discussions and debate that goes on. The right to survive. We saw in the California wildfires, those communities, those people who had access to get information at the drop of a hat could figure out if they were in danger and get out and survive. Those who didn’t – mostly Latino farmworkers – were burned alive. It’s a matter of life and death. Also with the economy – we’re working to build an inclusive, green economy. But it’s hard for people to find a job they don’t know about. And so the opportunity to have equal access to the workforce increasingly depends on equal access to information. So both for our democracy, for our survival, for economic opportunity, we need Internet for everybody.
For more information, go to InternetforEveryone.org.
Youth Rights Media Debuts New Documentary

Movie Clip – [Music] [Voice 1] -You know, youth prisons vs. youth centers is only the surface of it. [Voice 2] -I think communities can make or break anybody.

FADE OUT

Youth Rights Media is a nonprofit organization in New Haven, Conn., that empowers youth to understand – and challenge – the power structures in their communities. They premiered their latest documentary, No Haven, last week at the Yale Art Gallery.  No Haven is a call to prioritize funding for youth centers instead of youth jails for nonviolent crimes.

With an energetic staff led by executive director and co-founder Laura McCargar, Youth Rights Media builds youth power and leadership by engaging young people in video media production and community organizing.

Justine Case is an intern with Youth Rights Media. She calls it a “home away from home” and says the biggest lesson she’s learned there is the importance of leadership.

Justine Case – Before I started coming to Youth Rights Media, I was making some bad decisions in life. And when I started coming here, like everybody’s preaching to me, “leadership” and whatnot.  And then, like, eventually, I ended up listening to them, and like, people were telling me, “try something else in life. You don’t always have to follow other people’s decisions; like, it’s ok to follow your own.”

Kenny Brown comes to Youth Rights Media every day after school. He worked on the No Haven documentary and is working to get it out to the community. 

Kenny Brown – We’ll screen it at a public place, at a library or like a theater. We just do it just to open up the eyes of people that don’t really understand what we’re here for. Once we screen it, we’ll put it on YouTube, on our YouTube account. Or we’ll sell like DVD’s and stuff, so they can have it for their own personal appliances and stuff so they can see it for their selves, or like show other people.

Youth Rights Media has had success in engaging and changing their community. Their film Know Me is used as part of a training workshop for the New Haven Police . Another film helped shut down a troubled juvenile detention center for boys that was cited for its violence and lack of programs for the residents.

Movie Clip – [Voice 5] - When you have somebody telling you that you won’t be nothing, you’re not going to amount to nothing, you start to believe it.

For more information about Youth Rights Media, go to youthrightsmedia.org.

