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National Conference for Media Reform Rocks Minneapolis

Stevie Converse - Thirty-five-hundred people came together in Minneapolis for the 2008 National Conference for Media Reform on June 6-8 as a growing movement to create more accountable, democratic and diverse media continues to gather momentum. Free Press Executive Director Josh Silver opened the conference
Josh Silver – Our fight for a democratic open Internet and independent media will end the historic pattern of monopoly that suffocates freedom, dissent and creativity. Because the future of the media does not belong to Rupert Murdoch. The future of the media does not belong to Comcast and AT&T. The future of our media does not belong to Clear Channel, Verizon and Tribune Company. The future of the media belongs to us. All of us and everyone watching across this country. We are here in Minneapolis today and this weekend to fight for all the media that we want, and mark my words: We will not stop this fight until we win. 
Candace Clement - With more than 250 presenters, the weekend was a chance to learn about the issues shaping our media and to strategize for the future. Former CBS news anchor Dan Rather spoke about the importance of a free and independent press. He said he never imagined that news organizations would cut so deeply to pad the corporate bottom line. But, he said, it didn’t have to be this way.
Dan Rather - We need to be on the alert for where, when and how our news media bows to undue government influence. And you need to let news organizations in no uncertain terms that you won’t stand for it. It means that we need to continue to let our government know that when it comes to media consolidation, enough is enough. Too few voices are dominating, homogenizing and marginalizing the news. We need to demand that the American people get something in exchange for the use of airwaves that belong, after all, to the people. It means that we need to insure that the Internet – where free speech reigns and where journalism does not have to pass through a corporate filter remains free. We need to hold the government to both the idea and the ideal that the red, beating heart of democracy is a free, truly free, and independent – yes, fiercely independent when necessary – press.
Stevie Converse - Throughout the conference there was much discussion about the future of media – both in terms of technological advances and social justice. At a panel called “Where We’ll Take It: Young Leaders on the Future of Media,” Jenny Lee of the Allied Media Project spoke:
Jenny Lee – When I’m looking at the future of social justice organizing, and the role that media is going to play within that, I can see two different paths sort of unfolding. In the worst-case scenario, I can see the tools of communication we currently have at our disposal becoming more and more advanced to the point that they perfect the illusion of community. Our human relationships that we use for organizing will be replaced by constituent relationship management systems. And online, we’ll wage political wars over ideas in the blogosphere with strangers, while not ever being able to challenge the people who are closest to us – or ourselves – in ways that will actually transform relationships. But in the best-case scenario, the future of media and the role it will play in our movements for social justice will be its ability to expand our imaginations. Because ultimately, our imaginations are our greatest resource, and the extent to which a corporation or a government can limit or regulate our imaginations is one of the greatest threats that we face. If we can look at our cell phones, and instead of seeing an evil piece of overpriced equipment that will never do what I want it to do, even though I’m hopelessly reliant on it, and instead see a GPS navigating device. And then, as long as we can see that GPS navigating device and decide to use it as a tool of liberation rather than a tool of surveillance and oppression, then we can create a new window of possibility. And it’s through those windows of possibility that we will be able to create whole new worlds.
Candace Clement - You can listen to all of the conference audio at www.freepress.net/conference.
