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TRANSCRIPT

This week we bring you two of our favorite Media Minutes stories from the past year.

Unity Needed for Media Reform Success

As president and CEO of Clergy Strategic Alliances, Rev. Romal Tune travels the country training churches on voter registration, issue education, and how to build justice ministries through effective national and local coalitions. Rev. Tune brought his message of collaboration and unity to the National Conference for Media Reform in Minneapolis. We can achieve far more through unity, he says, than we can ever achieve on our own.

Rev. Romal Tune – Unity. Unity allows us to accept that even though we come from different places, have different agendas, different goals and different ways to bring about change, all of us our trying to get to a similar place that makes life better for the people we serve. Unity. Unity allows us to say that, even though there are times that we may not agree, we are still on the same side, and I will stand with you in the fight to achieve our dreams. Because the greatest gift we have in the pursuit of change is each other. 

You see obstacles are the things you see when you take your eyes off your goals. And whenever we find ourselves debating over which organization’s logo was not included on a flyer; whenever we find ourselves engaging in the politics of “this organization getting more money than that organization;” whenever we find ourselves arguing over the speaking order of a press conference, we must be mindful of the harsh reality that tonight across this country there are children who will sleep on city streets, every three hours a child will die due to gun violence,  families will struggle to put food on the table. And these are the people who are waiting for us to show up and demand power for the powerless. [Crowd cheers] They are the reason that failure is not an option. Somebody say “unity.” [Crowd: Unity.]
To listen to Rev. Romal Tune’s entire speech and others from the National Conference for Media Reform, go to freepress.net/conference
Why Broadband Matters

Stevie Converse: And now, a commentary by Free Press blogger, Megan Tady

Megan Tady: My dad called me recently from his home in Oklahoma City, aghast. I’d been telling him about the problem of the “digital divide,” but it’s hard for him to understand when he can jump online in a matter of seconds.
But something he heard on local radio stunned him. A woman called in and told the host she didn’t have Internet access where she lived outside the city. She was hoping to get more information about Republican presidential candidate John McCain. According to my dad, she said, “Now I hear John McCain was in a war. Does that mean he’s going to be a war president?”
Sure, you don’t need the Internet to learn the basics of McCain’s biography. But tens of millions of Americans do not have the equal ability to educate themselves about this crucial election. Half of the population can easily access newspapers and magazines from across the country and around the world to find a variety of opinions about the candidates. They can watch videos of stump speeches, read a blog post about the merits of a candidate’s stance on an issue, or do their own investigation into campaign contributions. The other half must rely on what the mainstream media decide to offer viewers and readers for political coverage.
The digital divide isn’t just about relegating people to slow e-mail – it’s about thwarting people’s civic engagement, pre-empting their cultural participation, and ultimately stifling democratic action.
Presidential contenders Barack Obama and John McCain have been debating on national TV. Viewers with broadband don’t have to rely on just the moderators and pundits. They can use their Internet connection to research the facts -- and the fiction. But once again, the other half of the population will be hamstrung, only able to get the spin they are being fed by the networks.

The next president must adopt policy that rolls out open, affordable, high-speed Internet to all Americans. It is essential that every American has equal and open access to the Internet in order to fully participate in elections -- and in our democracy.
Here’s a first step: Perhaps one of the debate moderators could ask the next president, “How will you bring universal, affordable broadband to all Americans?

