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Government Can Track Cell Phones Without Service Provider – or Warrants

The government can use cell phones as tracking devices, according to
documents received by the American Civil Liberties Union and the
Electronic Frontier Foundation. Using a technology called
"triggerfish," the FBI can track the location of cell phones without
the help of service providers -- and possibly without a warrant.

Catherine Crump is a staff attorney at the ACLU:

Catherine Crump – There's a big debate going on right now within the
court system of, first of all, whether the government needs to go to
court to get an order in order to engage in that type of geo-location
tracking and also, what the government has to show: Whether it has to
get a full warrant – which is the most protective standard or whether
is doesn't need to satisfy the warrant requirement.

The ACLU's position is that. under the 4th Amendment, the government
does need a warrant for this kind of search. But the government
disagrees.

Catherine Crump – This debate has largely gone under the radar. One of
the things that the ACLU has been trying to do is to change that so we
can have an open, public debate about the circumstances under which
this technology that all of us – almost all of us have a cell phone –
can be turned into a tracking device.  I don't think a lot of people
are clued into that reality right now.

GPS chips in cell phones allow tracking in real time and can retrieve
a history of previous locations. It's also possible to track the phone
even when you aren't making a call.

Catherine Crump –This is a country where the government has in the
past really used surveillance in ways to abuse people, especially
people who've been politically active or have taken positions that the
government doesn't like. And so, to give that type of unchecked power
to the government really creates a dangerous situation.

Some courts have said the government must have a warrant to track cell
phone activity. Other courts have gone in the opposite direction,
giving government the power to track without warrants.

Catherine Crump – Right now you have one legal standard in Los Angeles
and another legal standard in New York, and the judges themselves are
concerned about this because they say, hey, come on, that's supposed
to be the rule of law – there should be one legal standard that
applies across the country.

The judges are calling for congressional action. Crump agrees.

Catherine Crump – Congress could very easily make this problem go away
by simply passing a law that says to engage in this type of tracking,
the government needs to have a warrant.


Grassroots Media Justice Tour Takes Southern Route

As postage and print costs continue to rise and the Internet gains
ground as a free news and information source, many print publications
– both corporate and independent – are in crisis. Solutions haven't
been forthcoming for most, but a group of grassroots journalists
created an opportunity for higher visibility and strengthened
connections to their audience. They barnstormed through the South to
show why the media are an important component of the fight for social
justice.

The Grassroots Media Justice Tour -- which traveled from Durham, North
Carolina to Denton, Texas, in October -- involved six journalists from
radical and independent media projects from around the United States.
Jason Flaherty of Left Turn magazine headed up the tour.

Jason Flaherty –We talked about, for all of our media projects,
looking at this as an organizing project – more of a dialogue between
different communities we want to support. So we decided to do this
tour that would really go through the south – places that aren't
normally hit by tours. And even within the South, going to some
smaller towns and historically black colleges.

At the heart of grassroots media is the goal of sharing knowledge and
connecting the community. In contrast to the corporate media model
that relies on a passive audience, grassroots media-making is a
catalyst for engaged conversation. The Grass Roots Media Justice Tour
visited community spaces, not just bookstores. Local organizers helped
create the events, so each stop was a unique experience.

In addition to Left Turn, the tour was sponsored by ColorLines, Bitch,
Spread, Free Speech Radio News and make/shift, among others.

Jason Flaherty – We really wanted to, not just have somebody reading
from an article that they've written, but have people really engaged
in dialogue on these issues, and have performances and spoken word and
workshops – skillshares – to really help build some resources and
training to people that might need it.

For more information about the Grass Roots Media Justice Tour, go to
durhamtodenton/blogspot.com.
