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Internet for Everyone Town Hall Meeting in Los Angeles Dec. 5

Imagine 250 people from all walks of life sitting in a room talking about the possibilities for open, fast and affordable broadband access for every American.

On Dec. 6, InternetforEveryone.org will hold the first in a series of town hall meetings in Los Angeles. InternetforEveryone.org is a national initiative of public interest, civic and industry groups that are working to see that the Internet continues to drive U.S. economic growth and prosperity.

The group has 130 wide-ranging members, including Google, eBay, the Writers Guild, Tech Republican, the United Church of Christ, Children Now and the National Hispanic Media Coalition. They are all working to bring a diverse group of participants to the meeting.

Free Press Campaign Coordinator Misty Perez-Truedson is the lead organizer for the event. She said the meeting is focused, not on a panel of experts presenting information and debating the issue, but on everyday people who are affected by broadband policies.

Misty Perez-Truedson – We decided to go with a town hall meeting model. It’s a little different than the typical FCC hearing model, in that it places the emphasis on the public and the public dialogue and public participation rather than focusing on experts or panel experts – which certainly has its benefits. But this was a way for us to really draw out the public’s interest and to hear from the public.

At the meeting, several hundred participants will break into small group discussions on what the future of the Internet should look like.

Misty Perez-Truedson – We  have enlisted the help of 30-40 trained facilitators who will come and actually guide participants through the discussion process throughout the day, so that they can have these discussions at their tables, talk about central issues to access, openness, choice and innovation. And then potential solutions for addressing any of those issues or some of the most pressing issues.
At the end of the day, 10 major themes will be chosen that best represent the top priorities of the entire group.

Misty Perez-Truedson – And then from there we’re going to roll all this into the rest of the information we glean from other town hall meetings, and essentially distill it down to a set of national priorities that we would build into a national broadband framework to present to the next administration.
InternetforEveryone.org hopes to have the meetings and the report completed by April 2009.

New Mexico Literacy Project Breaks New Ground
With today’s information coming in so many combinations of text, sound and images, media literacy is becoming more essential. Someone who is media literate can critically analyze media in its varied forms and recognize bias, spin, misinformation and lies.

The New Mexico Media Literacy Project is one of the largest and most successful media literacy organizations in the United States.  Started in 1993 the Project has grown to deliver media literacy education in schools and communities across the country.

Andrea Quijada has been executive director since July. 

Andrea Quijada - We are one of the oldest media literacy projects. Our overall mission is to cultivate critical thinking and media activism in our media culture to create and build healthy and just communities.

In addition to delivering media literacy workshops, conducting teacher and community trainings and creating multimedia resources, the Project is working with local and national partners to build a media justice movement in New Mexico. For Quijada, “media justice” means using media as a platform to advance social justice issues.

Andrea Quijada – And that often means making sure that we all have access to the production and distribution of media. That also means that social justice issues are central and are guiding how media policy is structured and put together, so that those who are the most vulnerable are at the center of those conversations when that policy is getting formulated.

And it looks like Quijada and her staff will be getting a chance to put their ideas into action. State Rep. Antonio Maestas is interested in increasing critical thinking skills in students, and he believes media literacy is an effective tool to accomplish that goal.

Andrea Quijada – We met with him last week, and he is looking to pass a mandatory media literacy policy, so that every school in that state of New Mexico would have to offer a media literacy as an elective to high school students. So were looking at the possibility of making that happen. We’re thinking that this year will be the preliminary year where we do the education of the legislators, and that next year, we’re hoping to get that passed.

For more information about the New Mexico Media Literacy Project, go to nmmlp.org.

