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FCC Slaps Comcast for Blocking Internet Traffic

Last week, the Federal Communications Commission voted to punish Comcast, the nation's largest cable company, for blocking users' access to the open Internet. Media watchdogs Free Press and Public Knowledge had filed a complaint with the agency against the cable giant for blocking legal peer-to-peer content to their users. 

In a landmark decision, Republican chairman Kevin Martin and Democratic commissioners Michael Copps and Jonathan Adelstein approved an "enforcement order" that would require Comcast to stop blocking and publicly disclose its methods for interfering with Internet traffic.
Kevin Martin – Would anyone here actually be ok if the Post Office was opening your mail and deciding that they didn’t want to bother delivering it, and hiding that fact by sending it back to you, stamped “address unknown, return to sender?” Unfortunately, this is exactly the practice that Comcast was engaging in with their own subscribers Internet traffic.

That was Chairman Martin, who added that the agency had been very careful to hear from all sides, held two public hearings, and considered thousands of comments sent in by individuals and organizations. Comcast’s actions were roundly criticized, Martin said, and not defended by a single other broadband provider.
Kevin Martin - If we aren’t going to stop a company that is looking inside its subscribers’ communications, reading the packets that they are sending; blocking the communication when it uses particular application – regardless of whether there is any congestion on the network at the time; hiding what it is doing by making the consumers think that the problem is their own; and lying about it to the public, what would we stop?
Marvin Ammori, general counsel for Free Press, who wrote the complaint that sparked the FCC investigation, said that this is a bellwether case for the future of the Internet.

Marvin Ammori – Millions of concerned Americans knocked on the doors of the FCC, demanding that it preserve an open Internet, and the FCC listened. If this decision had happened behind closed doors in Washington, we’d have a closed Internet, not an open one. We have chosen openness to new ideas and choices controlled by all of us, and not closed markets controlled by phone and cable companies.
For more information about the Comcast decision, go to SavetheInternet.com.

People’s Production House

Far too often those who are under-represented by the media are also disconnected from its production and the policies that shape it. People’s Production House, a media justice organization based in New York City, was founded to arm up-and-coming journalists with the skills they need to create media as well as educate them on the policies that impact their work.

Deepa Fernandes, co-director of the People’s Production House, says that the group emerged to meet the needs of the community media sector that lacked a place to train people as journalists.  

Deepa Fernandes:  We got together and said, well the only way to do this is to bring new folks in and to bring folks whose voices are really not represented and that is youth, that’s community organizers struggling for community change.  So People’s Production House works both in training new and emerging journalists, but also in educating around media policy issues so that we can really broaden the movement of those who are demanding policy change at a congressional level and also at the very local level.

People’s Production House has several major projects that focus on radio production, community journalism training, and advocacy for universal Internet access to bridge the digital divide.  

People’s Production House has taken their training philosophy to the Gulf Coast in response to the absence of media coverage of the devastation after Hurricane Katrina.  

Fernandes: Media is a really a tool that we talk to each other and communicate with each other and it is so important that folks in these devastated regions have ownership over media outlets.

People’s Production House works with community organizers to ensure they have a seat at the table when media policy issues are being discussed.  They are working alongside national organizations like Common Cause and the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights to educate the public about the digital television transition, because they believe this moment presents an opportunity to expand community media.

Fernandes: We’re much more concerned with seeing the public interest obligations on broadcasters increase as their broadcasting capacity increases so we’re pushing for more opportunities for folks like our own members who are part of community media on the new broadcasting channels.

To learn more about People’s Production House visit their website at peoplesproductionhouse.org. 
