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FCC Approves XM-Sirius Merger
The Federal Communications Commission has approved the merger of the country’s only two satellite radio companies, XM and Sirius. Sirius bought XM for $3.3 billion. 
Consumer groups and traditional radio broadcasters opposed the deal. Mark Cooper, Director of Research for the Consumer Federation of America, says that with a monopoly, there is no reason to stay competitive, which can affect price and talent. 
Mark Cooper – We think the evidence is pretty clear that they actually did compete with each other. They went out and looked for talent, they developed formats, they advertised, they invested in research and development – the kinds of things we associate with competition. You look at the merger analysis, people thought that they way they were going to save money is to actually stop doing those things that reflect competitive rivalry.

Cooper says consumers can look forward to a loss of formats, less emphasis on new and creative programming, and fewer hosts with star power.
In addition, depending on how the FCC actually words the order, the merger could set a precedent for future mergers among other media companies. The key word, Cooper says, is “intermodal.” 
Cooper – Essentially what the XM and Sirius said was, even though we’re the only two satellite radio service providers, there’s other kinds of radio that consumers can listen to – there’s terrestrial radio, plain old AM/FM radio, they talked about iPods and Internet radio – none of which is really a substitute for the unique product that satellite was offering.
If the FCC accepts the premise that satellite radio had vigorous intermodal competition, it could open the door to more media consolidation.
Cooper – In the long run, the great danger is that, once you start accepting the intermodal competition argument, the whole fabric of regulation of media ownership starts to unravel, because the TV broadcasters will come in and say, hey look at all the other forms of entertainment the consumer has, so you ought to let us merge.
Hip Hop Artist Nas Joins Protest Against Fox News for Racist News Coverage

[Music from Sly Fox by Nas] Watch what you watchin’ Fox keeps feedin us toxins. Stop sleeping, start thinking outside of the box and unplug from the matrix doctrine. But watch what you say, big brother is watching.

Hip hop artist Nas joined protesters outside Fox News Channel in New York City on July 23, to deliver more than 620,000 petitions demanding that Fox end its pattern of racist attacks against Black Americans, including presidential candidate Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle. 

Nas – Calling Michelle Obama “Barack’s babymama,” tell me is that acceptable? [Crowd: “No.”] Is that racist? [Crowd: “Yes”]  Bill O’Reilly saying, “a lynching party.” Do you know what that means, “a lynching party? For Michelle Obama? Might be legit.” Is that acceptable? [Crowd: “No.”]  Is that racist? [Crowd: “Yes.”]

The protest was organized by ColorOfChange.org, Moveon.org and Brave New Films. The signatures were gathered in less than a month.

Andre Banks, Deputy Director of Color of Change, says that his organization, founded after Hurricane Katrina to unite people around the idea that, regardless of race, every American should be respected, served and protected, has been monitoring racism on Fox News. 

Andre Banks - What we’re seeing is a pattern that didn’t start with the Obamas, and it certainly won’t end with the Obamas unless a greater action is taken. And we’re trying to be a part of a pushing for that larger action. The Obamas certainly have put a spotlight on what has been a very consistent pattern for Fox, that is using people’s race to cast them as outsiders in their own country. And what we’ve seen with 620,000 petition signatures is something that Americans don’t want to see. It’s the conversation about race that sets us backwards and doesn’t move us forward, and it’s not what anyone wants to see on Fox or elsewhere.

Nas – Come out of that little studio and stand out here with the people like a man. Stop standing behind a desk and dictating this b.s. to the public. Come outside with the people, and let’s see where your heart is, let’s see what kind of man you are. Say “lynch party” around some of these women out here and see what happens.

[Music from Sly Fox] Better watch, cause they're watching. Watch what you're watching. Mc-Mc-McMedia, Misleading ya, Watch what you're watching.

