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Dear Friend,

Back in 1996, when a new Telecommunications Act — the first major media 
policy overhaul in more than 60 years — was passed by Congress, it was done 
behind closed doors, with the public left outside. The results? A tidal wave of 
radio consolidation, a steep rise in cable costs, and the giveaway of priceless 
public airwaves to TV broadcasters, to name just a few of its worst parts.

In this issue of Media Reform News, you’ll read how the tables are finally turning. 

Last fall, when the Federal Communications Commission announced its 
plans to gut long-standing media ownership limits, the response was fast and 
furious. Our StopBigMedia.com campaign helped organize packed hearings 
before the FCC, held rallies, hosted congressional briefings, testified in front 
of Congress and published reports discrediting the FCC’s findings.

Ultimately, the FCC voted in December for a massive giveaway to the largest 
media companies, even though 99 percent of public comments opposed more 
consolidation. But by the New Year, 200,000 people had written to Congress, 
leading to the introduction of a bipartisan “resolution of disapproval” that 
would reverse the ruling. We’ve also filed a lawsuit challenging the decision.

You’ll also read about how our SavetheInternet.com campaign elevated the 
issues of Network Neutrality and universal Internet access to unprecedented 
levels in recent months, catapulting the fight over the future of the Internet 
out of the trade press and into the national spotlight and harnessing new sup-
port for the bipartisan Internet Freedom Preservation Act (H.R.5353). 

Heartened as we are by the public’s response and recent congressional action, 
we know that the battle lines are drawn. We are up against powerful indus-
tries with the deepest pockets and a vested interest in keeping the public out 
of media policy debates. But if we join together to challenge the entrenched 
interests, we can reform the media and transform our democracy.

We are honored to have you by our side and look forward to your continuing 
participation and support.

Onward,

 

Josh Silver 
Executive Director 

P.S. I hope to see you at the 2008 National Conference for Media Reform 
on June 6–8 in Minneapolis. There’s still time to register at  
www.freepress.net/conference.

Big Media: We’re Watching You!
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Free Press is squaring off against the 
powerful cable and telecom industry 

in defense of Network Neutrality — the 
long-standing principle that prevents 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) from 
speeding up, slowing down or blocking 
Web content based on its source, owner-
ship or destination.

Opponents of Net Neutrality have called 
it “a solution in search of a problem.” But 
the problems have become all too real in 
recent months.

First, AT&T was caught in July censor-
ing Pearl Jam lead singer Eddie Vedder 
after he criticized President Bush during 
a webcast of a concert in Chicago. Then 
Verizon was exposed on the front page of 
the New York Times for blocking text mes-
sages sent by the organization NARAL 
Pro-Choice America to its own members.

Finally — in the most glaring Net Neu-
trality violation to date — an Associated 
Press investigation caught cable giant 
Comcast secretly blocking Internet users 

from sharing large files using a perfectly 
legal protocol called BitTorrent.

Widely considered to be the future of 
high-quality Internet video, BitTorrent 
is used by everyone from Hollywood 
studios to NASA. But Comcast has an 
incentive to degrade BitTorrent because 
it competes with Comcast’s own TV and 
movie offerings.

Free Press, joined by a coalition of public 
interest groups and legal scholars, filed 
a complaint with the FCC, asking the 
agency to stop Comcast’s blocking. In 
January, the FCC launched an official in-
vestigation — which has included a pair 
of high-profile public hearings at Har-
vard and Stanford universities. Free Press 
General Counsel Marvin Ammori and 
Policy Director Ben Scott each testified as 
experts at the hearings.

In the meantime, Congress stepped up 
its own efforts to protect Net Neutral-
ity. In February 2008, Reps. Ed Markey 
(D-Mass.) and Chip Pickering (R-Miss.) 

introduced the bipartisan Internet Free-
dom Preservation Act (H.R. 5353), legis-
lation that restores Net Neutrality on all 
the Internet networks of the 21st century.

The bill would prevent ISPs from act-
ing as gatekeepers by discriminating 
against, blocking or interfering with 
legal Internet content. It reaffirms the 
FCC’s authority to preserve and promote 
open and nondiscriminatory broadband 
networks. The bill also calls for a nation-
wide series of public hearings. If signed 
into law, it would ensure that economic 
innovation, democratic participation 
and free speech will continue to flourish 
on the Internet.

policy perspective

A New Showdown on Network Neutrality 

It was Shawn’s legislative experience on 
the Hill that forged his affiliation with 
the public interest community. “Hav-
ing had the honor and the privilege of 
working for some of the best members of 
Congress, who truly put the interests of 
their constituents above anything else,” 
he says, “I wanted to continue working in 
a way to ensure that the public has a seat 
at the table.”

Shawn first learned about Free Press as a 
congressional staffer and was impressed 
both by its organizational effectiveness 
on the ground and its real impact on poli-
cymaking. “I see Free Press as the only 
leading voice in our nation advocating for 
media and telecommunications policy 

that has been successful in merging an 
inside-the-Beltway lobbying operation 
with a grassroots movement,” he says.

Shawn’s always on the move, holding 
meetings with coalition partners, FCC 
personnel and congressional staffers — 
and overseeing all of the planning and 
strategy work that goes into running a 
successful policy shop.

He says one of the best aspects of the 
work “is to be able to connect concerned 
individuals with their respective legisla-
tors and help their voices be heard during 
the policymaking process.” He adds: “I 
see bringing some transparency into the 
decision-making process as one of the 
greatest challenges of my work.” 

Now with an election year upon us, 
Shawn is especially bullish about the 
prospects for media reform. “With a new 
administration, be it a Republican or 
Democratic one, fresh new perspectives 
will be injected into the telecom and 
media policy debates in Washington,” he 
says. “We already have a new Congress 
that’s much more receptive to Free Press’ 
perspectives. That means we can gear up 
for a 2009 in which we can finally break 
through the logjam in Washington and 
move ahead with policy proposals that 
would make our media and telecom-
munications systems more diverse, more 
open and competitive, and more local.”

STAFF PROFILE continued

Comcast has an incentive 
to degrade BitTorrent 

because it competes with 
Comcast’s own TV and 

movie offerings.
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The FCC is once again trying to 
bolster Big Media corporations by 

allowing them to swallow up more 
local and independent outlets.

On Dec. 18, the agency voted 3-to-2 
along party lines to gut the long-
standing “newspaper/broadcast cross-
ownership” rule, which prohibits one 
company from owning a newspaper 
and a TV or radio station in the same 
market. The FCC’s decision paves the 
way for further media consolidation, 
which will mean less local news, 
fewer diverse perspectives and less 
competition in our country’s media.

But bipartisan opposition is gathering 
in Congress to overturn the FCC’s 
decision. In March, Sen. Byron Dorgan 
(D-N.D.) introduced a “resolution of 
disapproval” that would overturn the 
FCC’s decision to lift the 30-year-old 
cross-ownership ban.

FCC Chairman Kevin Martin claims 
the rule changes are modest. But giant 
loopholes leave the back door open for 
further consolidation in nearly every 
market. Among the top targets: the 
already tiny number of stations owned 
by women and people of color.

What’s more, the Commission 

granted permanent waivers to cross-
owned properties held by media 
giants Gannett and Media General 
— a decision Martin never discussed 
publicly. In one day, the FCC granted 
more permanent waivers than it did 
during the entire three-decade ban.

The FCC did all this despite the fact 
that 99 percent of the public — judging 
from testimony at FCC hearings and the 
public comments filed with the agency 
— opposes media consolidation.

That’s why the resolution of disapproval 
nullifying the FCC’s decision is so 
important. The resolution would roll 
back the agency’s Big Media giveaway 
and help protect diversity and localism 
in our media markets.

There is a catch, however. The legislation 
must pass within 60 legislative days 
when Congress is in session. 

The good news is that the resolution 
enjoys wide support in the Senate. It is 
co-sponsored by several Republicans, 
including Sens. Olympia Snowe 
(R-Maine) and Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) 
as well as Democrats John Kerry 
(D-Mass.), Barack Obama (D-Ill.) and 
Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.).

The Senate passed a similar resolution 
of disapproval in 2003, the last time 
the FCC attempted to dismantle media 
ownership limits. This time around, 
public support for the resolution will be 
critical to its passage.

That means you need to step up 
and get involved! Join the hundreds 
of thousands of people who have 
contacted Congress to speak out against 
media consolidation and demand 
better media. Visit StopBigMedia.com 
today to urge your senators to support 
the resolution of disapproval.

Stand Up to Big Media, Pass 
the Resolution of Disapproval

Don’t Miss NCMR 2008!policy perspective

www.freepress.net

YOU’RE INVITED TO JOIN US in Minneapolis on 
June 6-8 for the 2008 National Conference for 
Media Reform. This year’s conference promises 
to be the biggest and best one yet.  
 
Special guests at NCMR 2008 will include  
legendary journalists Bill Moyers of PBS and 
Dan Rather, former anchor of CBS News;  
Arianna Huffington of HuffingtonPost.com; 
Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez, co-hosts 
of Democracy Now!; Naomi Klein, author of 
No Logo and The Shock Doctrine; Sen. Byron 
Dorgan of North Dakota; Internet visionaries 
Lawrence Lessig of Stanford and Tim Wu of 
Columbia; Van Jones of the Ella Baker Center for 
Human Rights; Katrina vanden Heuvel, editor of 
The Nation; FCC Commissioners Michael Copps 
and Jonathan Adelstein; and many more. 
 
Along with rousing speeches, musical perfor-
mances and films, more than 60 interactive 
panels will offer diverse perspectives on media 
policy, grassroots activism, journalism and in-
dependent media, civil rights and social justice, 
and ”the next frontier” in media and technolo-
gy. You don’t want to miss this amazing event! 
 
Register online today at  
www.freepress.net/conference  
or call us at 877-888-1533.

Activists rally outside FCC headquarters last October

Free press action fund:
The future of media  
depends on you 

While Free Press conducts the broader 
educational, organizing and communica-
tions work to help build the media reform 
movement, Free Press Action Fund lobbies 
Congress and the FCC, funds our staff in the 
nation’s capital, and aggressively advocates 
for real change in media policymaking. 
 
Think of the Free Press Action Fund as the war 
chest that allows us to fight Comcast (when 
they block your Internet), Verizon (when they 
censor text messages), and the FCC (when 
they vote to increase media consolidation). 
Donations to the Free Press Action Fund are 
particularly important in an election year. 
 
While the Big Media conglomerates have 
billions, we have you. So if you’re already 
a paying member of the Free Press Action 
Fund — thank you. If you haven’t joined yet, 
please consider making a gift today at www.
freepress.net/donate.  
 
The future of your media depends on it.
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